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HORSEPOWER HILLS — PURPOSE-BUILT FACILITY 
Grievance 

MR M. HUGHES (Kalamunda) [9.53 am]: My grievance is to the member for Baldivis, and it is probably less 
contentious. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms S.E. Winton): I hope so. 

Mr M. HUGHES: I thank the member for Baldivis for taking my grievance on behalf of the Minister for 
Environment; Disability Services. I am aware from my conversations with the member for Baldivis that he has 
long appreciated the contribution that the local group HorsePower Hills, formerly Riding for the Disabled, makes 
towards the recreation and health benefits of children and adults with disabilities. I note that prior to the last 
election, the member made a funding commitment and has delivered to HorsePower in his area. 

My connection with what was then Riding for the Disabled goes back to the early 1980s when, as principal of the 
Foothills School in Guildford, I was able to secure opportunities for a number of my students to be involved in 
a range of activities provided by that group. In the intervening 40 years, HorsePower Hills has continued to make 
a much-needed and valued contribution to the health and wellbeing of children and adults alike and their families. 

In my electorate, this has been possible because of the generous contributions of private citizens, particularly the 
unstinting generosity of Wilhelmina Warnock and her partner, Rod, who have provided a home for the group on 
their property for decades. I note that in 2011, in recognition of that, Willie, as she is fondly referred to, received 
a Shire of Mundaring Celebration of Ability Award for the contributions that she has made in this area over many 
decades. We recognise in our community her long-serving dedication to enhancing the lives of children and adults 
with disabilities. 

The name HorsePower recognises the diverse abilities of riders and acknowledges the importance of the horse and 
its relationship with the rider. Although the name has changed, the group remains the same wonderful volunteer-run, 
hills-based organisation that I knew in my early years in this state. It has assisted over 1 000 riders and their families 
in the past 40-plus years, all while operating literally on the smell of an oily rag. From memory, the group’s 
reported income last year was in the vicinity of $62 000. This is supplemented by a significant sustained record of 
volunteerism and in-kind generosity. 

HorsePower Hills has been in the process of looking for a permanent home and facility that will enable the group 
to sustain its present services and to enhance them for the next 40 years and beyond. This state government is in the 
position to assist in achieving this important goal. The purpose-built new facility will be designed with innovative, 
disability-friendly and sustainable features. However, it needs the soil on which it can be built. It has been the group’s 
intention and vision to expand its leadership in research, development and delivery of equestrian programs for 
people with a range of abilities and needs when the new centre is operational. 

For over four years, the group has been seeking an agreement to lease Department of Communities land at 
900 Woodlands Road, Stoneville, that is surplus to requirements. It has been active in making representations 
to me in furtherance of this lease. Together with HorsePower, I have been in discussions with the minister since 
the election of the McGowan government to pursue this outcome. The blocker has been the fact that the site is 
significantly contaminated with asbestos. I know from correspondence with Minister Dawson that he has been 
following this development with interest. The key priority for him has been the safety and wellbeing of all the 
people who will utilise the facility; and, as such, the identification of asbestos contamination has created a layer 
of complexity that requires appropriate resolution. 
I am also aware, following my correspondence with the minister in January of this year, that the Department of 
Communities has been working with DevelopmentWA to project-manage an environmental assessment of the property 
and to develop a remediation process to meet the planned land use. I also understand that DevelopmentWA tendered 
to procure the services of an environmental consultant to assess the extent and severity of the contamination, to 
examine the HorsePower plans for the site, and to determine the most effective method of rendering the site safe 
for the operation of the proposed facility. I know that the project is viewed very favourably by Communities and 
that the benefits that will accrue to people with disability by granting HorsePower a lease are well understood. 
Although the land is under the control of the Department of Communities, I know that the minister, in his capacity as 
Minister for Disability Services; Environment, has been very interested in ensuring that this project is progressed. 
I am also aware that following the appointment of a consultant earlier this year, the scope of works and estimated 
cost of remediation of the site are now finalised. I have heard that the cost is in the vicinity of $200 000.  
On 2 September, I had a further meeting with Lynn Fisher, the secretary of HorsePower Hills, in response to her 
request to brief me on the discussions the group has had with Lotterywest for a grant to establish a business case 
for a substantial grant towards the centre. The initial application, with a deadline of 21 September for it to be made, 
will be for a grant of $42 000 to produce detailed costing for the new riding centre. It is in this context that I really 
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want to seek advice from the minister. I understand from previous advice provided to me by the minister’s office that, 
dependent on the consultant’s report and the advice from the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation, 
the Department of Communities then intends to apply for a grant of funding for the remediation through the state’s 
contaminated sites management account. I would like to know if this application has been made; and, if so, what 
was the outcome? I would be grateful if the minister could advise me what action can be expected in the near 
future to remediate the site and to expedite the process of entering into a lease with HorsePower Hills. I thank the 
parliamentary secretary for taking my grievance. 
MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.59 am]: I appreciate the grievance from the member 
for Kalamunda and I thank him for raising this important issue of the proposed new home for the HorsePower Hills 
group. As the member will know, I, too, have a great fondness for the work of HorsePower, formerly Riding for 
the Disabled. It does indeed do great work in the community. Along with the Minister for Disability Services, we 
recognise the wonderful work it does to enrich the lives of children with disability and their families. As the member 
noted, near my own electorate I have worked closely with the Peel HorsePower group to help it secure a new home 
and a range of new facilities, which has allowed the group to flourish and establish a long-term base, so I really 
understand the desire of the HorsePower Hills group to move towards suitable long-term premises—a base; 
a home—much like that of the Peel group. 
The property that HorsePower has identified as a potential new home is on crown reserve land with a management 
order to the Minister for Child Protection under the control of the Department of Communities. However, as the 
member mentioned, the site has been classified by the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation as 
remediated for restricted use under the Contaminated Sites Act. The site was classified due to the presence of 
asbestos in the soil from historical building structures on the site. It is important to note that this site classification 
reflects that the current use of the Kath French Secure Care Centre site is safe provided that the grounds are 
managed in accordance with an asbestos management plan. Communities is very supportive of leasing the unused 
portion of land to HorsePower for its new facility but notes that although soil contamination is safely managed for 
the site’s current use, additional remediation will be required for HorsePower’s proposal. Through DevelopmentWA, 
the Department of Communities has engaged an environmental consultant to develop a remediation plan to make 
the site suitable for HorsePower’s proposal, and remediation is estimated to cost up to $200 000, as the member 
mentioned. In the interests of budget responsibility, Communities would like to be assured that HorsePower has 
access to sufficient funds to develop and run the new centre before undertaking the remediation. Communities and 
HorsePower have also discussed staging the additional remediation work to align with the proposed stages of the 
HorsePower development, and the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation is continuing to provide 
advice to Communities on contaminated sites requirements, including site remediation. 
I understand that HorsePower has approached Lotterywest regarding a submission for a grant of $42 000 to assist 
HorsePower to work up a more detailed business case that can be used to support the request for funding it will 
then make to private donors. Lotterywest has asked that HorsePower provide a detailed submission that makes 
clear its ongoing governance arrangements and organisational structure in order to demonstrate its capacity to manage 
and maintain the proposed centre. In response to the hard work of the member for Kalamunda in raising the issue 
that HorsePower would require a lease of the site before Lotterywest would be willing to consider its application 
for the grant for the business case, I am pleased to advise that senior officials from the Department of Communities 
have now discussed this matter with Lotterywest, which has confirmed that it can accept the initial grant submission 
without the lease being in place. Lotterywest has advised that it would be possible for payment of the grant through 
the submission process to be made subject to an agreement between HorsePower and Communities. However, 
Communities understands that HorsePower would need the peppercorn lease in place before it can seek funding 
from its private donors. Again, because of the strong advocacy of the member for Kalamunda, the minister has 
asked that Communities work with its internal legal team on a form of lease or other agreement that will meet the 
needs of HorsePower to enable it to further negotiate with private donors as required. I am told that the minister 
has asked that this matter be finalised in coming weeks. 
The minister has also informed me that he has requested the director general of the Department of Communities 
to continue to work with the director general of the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation on this 
project to ensure the safe management of the site and to explore funding options for remediation pending the 
outcome of the HorsePower business case and the progression of the project. 
Finally, I want to thank the member on behalf of the minister for his very hard work in assisting HorsePower to 
achieve its ambition of a long-term and secure home. We both know the incredible value that HorsePower 
organisations throughout the state have on their communities, as the member has mentioned, not only to disabled 
children and their families, but also the broader community and its engagement with HorsePower whenever it 
is active in our community. I thank the member for the grievance and I hope that puts his mind at ease on quite 
a few matters. 
 


	HORSEPOWER HILLS — PURPOSE-BUILT FACILITY
	Grievance


